





My conclusion:
The application of statistics to high-energy astronomical data

is not a straightforward, mechanical enterprise. It requires
careful statement of the problem, model formulation, choice
of statistical method(s), and judicious evaluation of the result.






The software situation is much improved: R has emerged
as the premier public-domain statistical software
package. Similar to IDL in style, but with a huge range of
built-in statistical functionalities.

See http://r-project.org and tutorials at
http://astrostatistics.psu.edu









